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HOUSE OF MYSTERY 




BE MY QUEST AT 
il PALISADES AMUSEMENT 
1 PARK, New Jersey. 

THIS COUPON ENTITLES 

_ _ you to " 
.FREE Admisson- 
FREE acts- 





admit ONE UHo 
PALISADES 
AMUSEMENT PARK 

NSW JERSEY 

Good Mondays and Fridays 

(EXCEPT HOLIDAYS ) UNTIL 9 P.M. 

Direct Buses from N.Y. kTMi st.&Bmui 
4I>* St. 8th Ave. 




PU&USHED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE IN COOPERATION WITH THE NATIONAL SOCIAL WELFARE ASSEMSLT 
COORDINATING ORGANIZATION FOR NATIONAL HEALTH WELFARE AND RECREATION AGENCIES Of THE U. i 



HFPF APF THF DDI7TC 
neat AKt I ml rlfl&CO 


^ GIANT 

UU>Cfc) SLOGAN 
N^rt^ CONTEST 

over 5000 prises 

IT'S FUN TO ENTER! 
EASY TO WIN! 


FASTEST, SMARTEST, SAFEST! 

Liohtw.1a.ht— loper-fait E«iy-Rotl Him — J«f-ilyt« tint 
—electric horn — two-tons lightweight laddlo— luiury 
•quipped. Am*ric*'i FIRST Bieydd . . . Sine* 1677! 

^^^^^^^^^^ 




"Voir Kick-Off Kit com- 
bining a famous long- 
wearing regulation siio 
Voit Football with an of- 
ficial style Voit Kicking 
Tee, tike the tees you 
see the big teams using 
eve ryw h ere* 1 1 

AAA THIRD 
tWv PRIZES 
FOR BOYS! ' 


n 

\| I'M 


FAMOUS "TOONI THE 

CLOWN." YOU'LL ENJOY TOONAVISION . . . 
AVAILABLE AT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD STORE . . • 
IT'S LOADS OF FUN FOR ALL- 


WOIO OAMI— 4t*i Ideal •-.< iMIdn 
tlenal at well « entertaining. lei 
edveatert, and «Jerflymen, end of 
•eordi el tdmetlen a> Inilruillen. 

and (MkJ Hew- 


n— WORD >UMMY k eduis- 
immendnd b, P. I. A. nroup.. 

male rial. WORD RUMMY It 

ble nationally In department 



fHT*r BLANK AND ADDITIONAL PRIZES — *• 



Cftftfl WINNERS! 
•••over DUUU 7" 




§£S SWEET SUE 

*M*"l| TAa QUEEN at DOLLS 
^£f?y'$ W -citing *pl«Vm«t.. 
p^gCC^ ttand. .if and 

31 isfKjk Y o,,r ° wn ' th«t can 

^H- V J»r b « »*<n«J. combsd and 

i^fei^ »' " oft " ■■ 

Sweat Su. h an Am.r. 
j 1 hii ChancUr Ooil. 

3 R 1 Ofl THIRD PRIZES 
3 D I £11 FOR GIRLS! 


(he excitement you'll get building the authentic 
model of this famous ship. Yes, it is accurate 
plank for plank right down to the last link of 
the anchor chain— just like all those wonderful 
'Famous Fighter' ships and plane kits made by 
Aurora. 


DELUXE PEN and PENCIL SET 

Smooth-writing, perfectly balanced, col- 
orful SCRIPTO ball pen and matching 
thin-lead pencil — packed in luxurious, 
clear plastic case. 


^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^h^r^f^ 

big, creamy, melf-in-your-mouth 
candy bar that tajtes so good and lasts so 
long. Eat if right from the bar, or crack it up 
into lots of little bite-size pieces. Bonomo's 
Turkish Taffy is a source of quick pep rind 
energy, too. You can choose from four dee- 
lectable flavors: rich vanilla, chocolale-y choco- 
late; fruity strawberry; tropical banana. 


HYDE ROLLER SKATES OR ICE SKATES FROM HYDE 
ATHLETIC SHOE COMPANY, MAKERS OF FINE 
SKATES AND A COMPLETE LINE OF HYDE ATHLETIC 
FOOTWEAR FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 


pbttU with • unique "built-in double gravity tplmur" 

for "tycoons" end "big time operator." who try and 
moncpalii* the marlat by buying and ielli"g famsut 
N*w Yofl landmark. Manuf.etur.d by Battya.B Co., 
ha, m Broadway. N-w V?ri. 



SLOGAN CQHTEST 




EASY TO ENTER — EASY TO WIN 




LOOK FOR 
I THIS EMBLEM 

IN THE 

UPPER 
LEFT-HAND 
CORNER 
OF EVERY 

COMIC 
MAGAZINE 
YOU BUY! 



It SEND IN 5 BLUE COUPONS FROM ANY OF THE NOVJSSUES 
OF DC COMICS. 

2. YOU MAY ENTER AS MANY TIMES AS YOU WISH. BUT 5 

COUPONS MUST ACCOMPANY EACH ENTRY. IT IS OEFI. 
NITELY POSSIBLE TO WIN MORE THAN ONE PRIZE. 

3. ENTRIES WILL BE JUDGED ON ORIGINALITY. AND LEGIBILITY. 

DUPLICATE PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED IN CASE OF A TIE. 

4. HERE ARE SOME IDEAS TO GET YOU GOING — "I BUY WHEN 

I SEE DC" . . . "DC COMICS ARE DECENT COMICS" . . . 
"YOUR READING KEY IS THE SYMBOL DC" 

LIMIT YOUR SLOGAN TO 15 WORDS OR LESS 

winners will be chosen by an Impartial panel of lunges selected by 
National Comics Publ., Inc. All selections will be final. Employees 
and families of National Comics, their distributors, dealers, adver- 
tising agencies, and Contests. Inc. are not eligible to enter. This 
contest is limited to persons living In the United States and its 
possessions. Complete winners list available on request This contest 
la subject to Federal, state and Local regulations pertaining to same. 
All entries become the property of National Comics Publications, Inc. 
and may be used by it In any manner, contest ends Oct. 30. 1956. 



DC CONTEST 

480 Lexington Avenue 

New York 17. N .T. 

Please enter my slogan in (he DC 5000 PRIZE CONTEST. 
5 coupons from thoNOV. issues are enclosed. ((^atnaSswJ 

Name — — , ■ 



Address „ 
CHy._ 
Slogan _ 



NOV. 
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Making All Sorts of Wild Claims, They Run Supernatural Cults 
For Fanatical Followers 



ON the evening' o£ February 9th, 1924, 
in New York's Carnegie Hall, a 
breathless throng of spectators gaped 
incredulously at a strange group of en- 
tertainers. Seemingly in a trance, these 
performers were displaying feats of 
muscular control and coordination that 
no human ever dreamed possible. 

Commanded by a muscular man 
with shaven head and thick handlebar 
mustaches, they'd race full speed in all 
directions, suddenly start rolling like 
bowling balls, finally to end up 
"frozen," standing with but one toe or 
one. hand touching the ground. In these 
unbelievable stances, they could main- 
tain themselves for hours at a time, 
without so much as blinking an eyelid! 

At last came the climax. From the 
rear of the stage, the actors came full 
lorce^at the audience, hurtling out over 
the orchestra and landing full force in 
vacant seats or in the aisles, again 
"freezing" into incredible postures. 
When, at their director's command, 
they linally came to their leet, it was 
obvious that not a single one of them 
even bruised himself. 

Who were these weird, nimble 
dancers? They were students from the 



celebrated Gurdjieff Institute in Fon- 
tainebleau, France, and their teacher 
— the man directing them — was 
George Gurdjieff, one of the most fa- 
mous "magicians" of this century. 
Claiming to have mastered the arts of 
clairvoyance, mental telepathy and a 
host of other supernatural powers, this 
man was supported by a cult that in- 
cluded some of the most famous per- 
sonalities of his time. 

Gurdjieff's training for his disciples 
- was very rigorous. It consisted of in- 
tense physical labor, fasting, and elab- 
orate exercises designed lo make them 
subject to his will. In that way, claimed 
Gurdjieff, they too were entering into 
the spiritual world, and those seem- 
ingly impossible dances they per- 
formed on the stage were his proof of 
this claim. And, of course, they were 
always ready to read your mind or to 
communicate with some deceased ac- 
quaintance of yours. 

Was it really magic? Had Gurdjieff 
really taught his followers the art of 
sorcery? 

Well, such acts as mind reading, 
telepathy, and predicting the future 
had always been regarded as hokum, 



so no one gave these tacks any serious 
consideration. Even Houdini, the great- 
est performer of all, who lived al the 
same time, admitted that these were all 
clever stunts, not really magic. How- 
ever, that amazing demonstration or 
muscular control, left quite a few skep- 
tics guessing. 

But, once the fascination had worn 
off, a simple but reasonable explana- 
tion was given, and the Cult o( Gurdnetl 
at last began to dwindle in size. The 
human body, it was shown, is capable 
of the most astounding feats; ail you 
need is the will to learn them. Gurd- 
jieff 's pupils had a fanatical will—a de- 
sire to practice rhythm, ritual and phys- 
ical discipline from dawn to dusk. They 
had to agree to break a lot of old habits 
and form many new ones. Under such 
conditions, the successful students 
eventually could perjorm those daz- 
zling dances. Gurdjielf, claimed his de- 
bunkers, merely added a new twist to 
an old theory— and this was the expla- 
nation finally accepted by most people. 

It's hard to believe that any intelli- 
gent person -still accepts sorcery as a 
true fact. Yet, Gurdjieff was only one of 
many cult leaders with wide support. 
There were others who made equally 
wild claims, and who had fanatical fol- 
lowers from all walks of life. 

For example, had you been travel- 
ing through upper New York State, 
during cr summer in the 1920s, you 
might have seen a man suspending 
himself with a sling along the cliffsides 
lining the Hudson Fiver, and painting, 
in giant red letters, such messages as 
"EVERY MAN AND WOMAN IS A 
STAR" and DO AS THOU WILT 
SHALL BE THE WHOLE OF THE 
LAW!- 

This man was Aleister Crowley. He 
too was the leader of a cult whose 



members turned up in every part of the 

Western world. 

Crowley claimed to derive his 
"powers" from the sun and the planets, 
whose positions at any given time de- 
termined what he was capable ol ac- 
complishing or what rites his followers 
should indulge in. Like Gurdjieff, 
Crowley also ran a training school — on 
the island of Sicily — which attracted 
many a w eft-known personality. 

By the time they completed the 
course — which also consisted of rigor- 
ous physical hardships and denials — 
they were allegedly able to pull off all 
the usual "supernatural" stunts, plus 
some extra added attractions, such as 
willing events to occur, communicating 
with animals, and talking to fellow 
Crowleyites by means of simple grunts 
and groans. One ot Crowley's favorite 
proofs, (or instance, was to sneak up 
behind a stranger in the street and 
make a silent motion that would cause 
the person to topple over without being 
touched. 

And, although this feat ceeked of one 
of the oldest stunts in the world — the 
use of a hired stooge — Crowley suc- 
cessfully used it to increase the size of 
his cult. Not only that — but in the face 
of constant denunciations in the British 
press, the number of his disciples grew 
for many years. His appeal finally 
wore off in the early 1930s, after Crow- 
ley had gotten into some legal trouble. 

There were others, too, such as Pierre 
Bernard— known as "Oom the Omni- 
potent" — and Krishnamurti, the Asian 
youth referred to as the "World- 
Teacher*" Even today, there are so- 
called magical or supernatural cults 
with big followings. They come and go, 
like clothing styles, and will no doubt 
continue to do so as long as there are 
gullible people in this world 



A Kangaroo mother and son 




